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August 9, 2024

Mr. Thomas Bach
President
International Olympic Committee

Maison Olympique
Route de Vidy 9
1007 Lausanne
Switzerland

Executive Board
International Olympic Committee

P.O. Box 356
1007 Lausanne
Switzerland

LET TAIWAN BE “TAIWAN” AT THE OLYMPICS
Dear President Bach and Members of the IOC Executive Board,

We write to you on behalf of overseas Taiwanese organizations, jointly calling on the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) to justly let Taiwanese athletes compete under the name “Taiwan”
instead of forcing Taiwan’s team to use the discriminatory misnomer “Chinese Taipei,” and also
stop infringing on the freedom of speech and expression of the spectators to display signs and
symbols in support of Taiwan at the Olympics.

For four decades since 1984, capitulating to the political pressure from the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), the IOC has unjustly forced Taiwan to participate in the Olympics under the name
“Chinese Taipei” and prohibit the display of its national flag and the playing of its national anthem
during the games.

These unfair practices violate the fundamental principles of the Olympic Charter, which, among
other things, declares that “[t]he practice of sport is a human right” and “[e]very individual must
have access to the practice of sport, without discrimination,” that “sports organisations within the
Olympic Movement shall apply political neutrality,” and that “[t]he enjoyment of the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Olympic Charter shall be secured without discrimination of any kind, such
as race . . . political or other opinion, national or social origin . . . birth or other status.”

Nevertheless, the [OC’s unfair Taiwan-specific restrictions have been extended to fans supporting
“Taiwan.” At the ongoing Summer Olympics, signs or items that have the word “Taiwan” on them,
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or include a semblance of Taiwan, have been unreasonably prohibited and forcefully snatched from
Taiwanese fans by Olympic staff members or Chinese spectators. Fans holding signage in support
of Taiwan have even been forcibly removed from the Olympic venues.

We strongly condemn these violent acts, which not only violated the Olympic spirit and principles
set forth in the Olympic Charter but also infringed on the freedom of speech of Taiwanese
spectators at the Olympics to rightfully express support for the athletes from their country,
“Taiwan.”

We call on President Bach and the full IOC Executive Board not to succumb to China’s political
pressure and immediately stop its discriminatory requirement for athletes from Taiwan to compete
under the fictitious name “Chinese Taipei,” which falsely implies that Taiwan is part of China
(PRC), even though Taiwan has never been ruled by the PRC for a single day.

We want Taiwan’s team to compete proudly and properly under the name “Taiwan.” The
international community ought to support democracy and freedom by opposing authoritarian
China’s attempts to undermine Taiwan’s sovereignty and independent statehood through the forcible
imposition of the humiliating name “Chinese Taipei” on Taiwan.

We praise that during the 2024 Olympic Games in Paris, various news outlets have properly
explained that the team participating under the confusing name “Chinese Taipei” is actually from
“Taiwan” and correctly referred to it and its members as the “team of Taiwan” and “Taiwanese
athletes.” We encourage more media outlets to follow suit and call Taiwan as “Taiwan.”

As the 2024 Paris Olympic Games comes to an end, we urge you and other Olympic officials to
resist China’s political bullying against Taiwan and begin sweeping away all discriminatory and
unfair restraints on Taiwan’s athletes and supporters. We call on the IOC to live up to the ideals and
principles of the Olympic Charter, allow Taiwan to proudly compete under its name, “Taiwan,” and
use the national flag and anthem that can truly represent Taiwan.

Thank you in advance for your favorable consideration, and we look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
4 S W :

Dr. Su-Mei Kao
President
Formosan Association for Public Affairs
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Petition Initiator:
Formosan Association for Public Affairs (51# A\ /A $EFHH )

Co-Signatory Organizations:

World Federation of Taiwanese Associations (718 [ 48 & ik &)
Asociacion de Taiwan en Argentina (B AR 4E 5V 177 @)

Taiwan Research Forum (15 ¥4 725 1E)

Asociacion de Taiwan en Costa Rica (%rr/ﬂ;'f ﬁi«ﬁﬂﬂﬁ?@%)

All Japan Taiwanese Union (4= H AN B 5 E)

Associagio Taiwanesa do Brasil (Fjﬁ i [0 )

Taiwan Association in Sweden (¥ L2218 177, &)

Australia Taiwan Culture Foundation Ltd. (& 3L A4 )

North America Taiwanese Professors’ Association (AL3E 518 A\ B2 1 &)
Taiwanese Association of America (43 1518 [FI40Er)

Taiwanese Human Rights Association of Canada (%K 1518 A HE 7€)
Taiwanese American Citizens League (153522 B &)
TaiwaneseAmerican.org

North America Taiwanese Women’s Association (46391 5 ¥ i 2c &)
World United Formosans for Independence-USA (&) 37 & B 2R - L EAE)
Association Formose en France ([E15 V#17 &)

European Federation of Taiwanese Associations (1 17 &)

Taiwanese Hakka Association for Public Affairs in North America (L35 B8R F AL FEHE)
World Taiwanese Congress (5% 518 A\ K &)

North American Taiwanese Medical Association (At3€ 518 A BEEh 177 )
Formosan Association for Human Rights (435 58 AET &)

Taiwanese Association in Belgium (FEFIFRF 518 172

Taiwanese Association in Japan (7£ H 158 [Fl4 &)
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