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For Immediate Release
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Contact: 202-547-3686

Senate Committee Advances Two Key Bills on FAPA’s Legislative Agenda to Bolster Taiwan’s Defense and
International Standing

On October 22, the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations advanced two key bipartisan bills on the
Formosan Association for Public Affairs’ (FAPA) legislative agenda — the PORCUPINE Act (S.1744) and the
Taiwan International Solidarity Act (S.2224) — aimed at strengthening U.S. support for Taiwan’s defense
capabilities and expanding its international space. At the same markup hearing, the Committee also approved
additional pro-Taiwan measures, including the Deter PRC Aggression Against Taiwan Act (S.2960) and the U.S.-
Taiwan Partnership in the Americas Act (S.2684), underscoring broad and steadfast bipartisan support in
Congress for Taiwan amid China’s intensifying aggression.

The Providing Our Regional Companions Upgraded Protection in Nefarious Environments Act, or PORCUPINE
Act, introduced by Senate Foreign Relations East Asia Subcommittee Chairman Pete Ricketts (R-NE) and
Ranking Member Chris Coons (D-DE), would expedite the delivery of U.S. arms to Taiwan by designating it as
a “NATO Plus” partner underthe Arms Export Control Act — the same status given to Japan, South Korea, Israel,
Australia, and New Zealand. The bill also establishes a mechanism to facilitate third-party transfers of U.S.-made
defense articles from NATO and NATO-Plus countries to Taiwan.

The Taiwan International Solidarity Act,led by Sens. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) and John Curtis (R-UT), counters
China’s misrepresentation of United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2758 by clarifying that the resolution
does not address Taiwan’s sovereignty or international representation. The bill also directs the U.S. government
to actively oppose Beijing’s efforts to diplomatically isolate Taiwan, particularly within international
organizations. The House companion of the bill (H.R.2416) passed the chamber in May via voice vote.

Formosan Association for Public Affairs (FAPA) National President Dr. Su-Mei Kao stated, “FAPA has been
working closely with the sponsoring offices to advance both the PORCUPINE Act and the Taiwan International
Solidarity Act. These bipartisan bills were among FAPA’s top legislative priorities during our National Advocacy
Conference in September, where 112 members from 24 chapters across 16 states met with more than 130
congressional offices on Capitol Hill toadvocate for Taiwan. Senator Pete Ricketts even delivered a video remark
to our delegation during the conference banquet in support of Taiwan and FAPA.”

Dr. Kao continued, “We also mobilized a nationwide petition campaign in support of these bills, engaging more
than 800 supporters who sent over 1,500 letters to the Senate.”

“Both of these bills reaffirm the United States’ commitment to international leadership and its support for a critical
democratic partner, Taiwan,” Dr. Kao concluded. “They demonstrate that credible deterrence is the surest path to
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific. We commend the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for its bipartisan
leadership and urge Senate leadership to bring these bills to the floor for swift passage.”
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The goals of FAPA are: (1) To promote international support for the right of the people of Taiwan to establish an independent and democratic country and to join the
international community; (2) To promote relations and cooperation between Taiwan and the United States; (3) To protect theright of self-determination for the people of
Taiwan, (4) To promote peace and security for Taiwan, and (5) To advance the rights and interests of Taiwanese communities th roughout the world.
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The goals of FAPA are: (1) To promote international support for the right of the people of Taiwan to establish an independent and democratic country and to join the
international community, (2) To promote relations and cooperation between Taiwan and the United States; (3) To protect theright of self-determination for thepeople of
Taiwan; (4) To promote peace and security for Taiwan; and (5) To advance the rights and interests of Taiwanese communities th roughout the world.



